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Degree: Criminology

Field of Knowledge: Social and Legal Science

Faculty/School: Law, Business and Governance

Course: HISTORY OF CRIMINOLOGY II

Type: Compulsory ECTS credits: 3

Year: 3 Code: 6141

Teaching period: Sixth semester

Area: History

Module: Criminology

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

75

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

This subject is taught in the third year of the degree course, and provides a critical approach to the legal and social
reality based on knowledge of the different subjects that make up the curriculum. It offers students a global view of
the main current theories in criminology, both in the present day and in the past, and of the different means of
analysing criminological processes, so that they can develop their capacity for reflection and personal critical
judgment, which will allow students to face the current  and future juridical and political reality rigorously and freely.
This subject offers a basic understanding of the history of criminology, and applies the theses and explanatory
historical theories about the purpose of criminology: crime, the offender, the victim and social monitoring, and
review with a critical approach. As Professor Cesar Herrero explains, crime has existed in all human societies.
Criminological thinking was already present in ancient Greece. Aesop (6th century BC) attested that crime was a
true index of the dangerousness of the subject: 'Crimes are proportionate to the capacity of the person who
commits them'. Socrates (470¿399 BC) said that criminals should be educated not to commit offences, because
criminal behaviour was born from ignorance. Plato (427¿347 BC) asserted that crime was a product of the
environment and, along with Aristotle (384¿322 BC), he pointed out that poverty was one of the main factors
leading to crime. Plato linked the arrangement of the body with specific mental faculties and considered that
passions could lead a virtuous man to become a criminal (The Republic, The Laws, Nicomachean Ethics). Latin
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philosophers (Seneca, in his work De clementia) conceived the infringement of law as an act contrary to the res
publica (public affair), and considered the offender morally responsible for his action and subject to a penalty,
which aimed to teach, but without cruelty or retribution. In the Middle Ages pseudo-criminological thought,
especially with regard to penalties, had a strong religious component. Saint Thomas of Aquinas (Italy, 1225-1274)
was the first to talk about the importance of predisposition when considering guilt. Thomas Moore (1476¿1535), on
the other hand, attempted to prove that criminality was caused by incorrect models in social relationships and
economic factors. He also listed other factors such as idleness, social environment and educational mistakes. But
it is with Cesare Bonesana, Marquis of Beccaria (Milan, 1738-1794), an important jurist, philosopher, writer and
economist, a representative first of the Classical School and, later, of The Positive School, that modern
criminology was born. This subject will cover the history of criminology and the most important figures. Likewise,
students will learn the most important and relevant legal, psychological, sociological and educational terminology
in the criminological field. Students will learn to formulate, recognise and apply the main theories and concepts of
the social, legal and behavioural sciences that allow the analysis and explanation of all aspects of crime, the
offender, victimisation and of the institutions' responses to crime and aberration.

SKILLS

Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

To learn autonomously.

Specific skills

To identify the anthropological foundations of ethical and religious responses to crime throughout history.

To be familiar with the key historical theories explaining criminality and to analyse and review them with critical
thought.

Conocimientos de introducción a la Sociología

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

30   hours 45   hours
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