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Degree: Psychology

Field of Knowledge: Arts and Humanities

Faculty/School: Education and Psychology

Course: FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY AND CRIMINOLOGY

Type: Optional ECTS credits: 3

Year: 4 Code: 7761

Teaching period: Eighth semester

Area: Clinical Psychology

Module: In-depth Exploration

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

75

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

¿Forensic Psychology and Criminology¿ is an optional course that is taught during the second semester of the
fourth year of the Degree in Psychology. It is a part of the Clinical Psychology programme and is worth 3 ECTS
credits (involving approximately 75 hours of student study). Forensic psychology constitutes an area of
specialisation within legal psychology and is closely related with the role that the psychology professional carries
out as a consultant / expert within the Courts of Justice. In this sense, the forensic psychologist takes part in the
different jurisdictions (criminal, civil, social, contentious-administrative, ecclesiastical, etc.), carrying out the
psychological evaluation of people involved in a wide range of situations of expert interest (aggressors, victims,
custodies of minors, matrimonial annulments, work accidents, etc.). For its part, Criminology is a multidisciplinary
empirical discipline (in which psychology has special relevance) that has as its object the study of the criminal with
respect to the crime itself, without leaving aside the victim, which will be addressed in victimology. The subject¿s
aim is that the students gain an understanding of the fundamental principles of both disciplines and are capable of
handling the notions acquired during their academic and professional development.
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SKILLS

Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

To be familiar with psychological diagnosis, treatment and assessment methods in various fields applied to
psychology.

To be familiar with the different fields of application of psychology and have the skills to influence and promote the
quality of life and social commitment of individuals, groups, communities and organisations in the different
educational, clinical and health, work and organisational, and social and community contexts.

To be familiar with the basicss of legal and forensic psychology.

Cross Skills

An ability to search for and select information critically and effectively.

An ability to develop one's abilities, skills and knowledge according to professional standards and to keep them up-
to-date.

Ethical commitment and social improvement.

To nurture an attitude of intellectual curiosity and a quest for the truth in all areas of life.

To be able to approach a subject by means of rigorous, profound and comprehensive thought.

To identify technical vocabulary related to various disciplines.

An ability to solve problems.

An ability to take on responsibility and make decisions.

An ability to organise and plan well.

Capacity for disciplinary and interdisciplinary teamwork.

Specific skills

To be able to identify organisational and interorganisational problems and needs.
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To be able to prepare oral and written reports and to provide feedback for recipients appropriately and accurately.

To be familiar with forensic psychodiagnostics. Expert psychological assessments and legal reports.

To be familiar with the foundations, diagnosis, treatment and evaluation of psychopathology and sociopathology.
Profiles of aggressors and victims.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

30   hours 45   hours
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