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Degree: Law

Field of Knowledge: Social and Legal Science

Faculty/School: Law, Business and Governance

Course: FAMILY AND INHERITANCE LAW

Type: Compulsory ECTS credits: 6

Year: 3 Code: 7239

Teaching period: Fifth semester

Area: Civil Law

Module: Private Law

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

150

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

Family and Inheritance Law is studied in the fifth semester of the Degree in Law. It is an important course in a
lawyer¿s training as it deals with an essential institution for humankind. This course affects all students, regardless
of the speciality that they have chosen to practise professionally in the future, as family is something that will
always accompany them.

It is in the family that we experience the most basic relationships which enable us to acquire our own identity. It is
also the cell upon which society is structured. Indeed, it is in the family that socialisation is first learned and the
family represents the initial connection between personal development and social life.  A healthy social order can
therefore not be achieved on the basis solely of a two-way ¿individual and society¿ interaction but involves three-
way ¿individual-family-society¿ relations. The family has therefore always been considered the true building block
of society, and the base and cornerstone of social order. This is even acknowledged in Article 16.3 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: ¿The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled to protection by society and the State¿. Family Law, therefore, substantiates social interests
worthy of protection. It should not be forgotten also that the family is a natural institution, as stated in the
Declaration. The law, therefore, neither creates nor governs it, but rather contemplates, accepts and
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acknowledges it in a set of rules for its protection.

The Law of Succession, meanwhile, is the set of rules that governs a person¿s succession mortis causa. It is the
most extensive and complex part of Civil Law. The rules of the Law of Succession are based on a fact that is
common to all legal systems, whatever the legislator¿s political ideology: the need to somehow organise (more or
less extensively) the continuity, beyond death, of specific legal relations for which regulatory power of the
individual is recognised. The need to establish order and guarantee relations that would otherwise remain untitled,
with the consequent damage to creditors and third parties.

Although succession mortis causa is regulated in Book III of the Civil Code, which concerns ¿the different ways of
acquiring property¿, it is usually studied together with Family Law because it has traditionally been considered that
inheritance is based principally on the family. Furthermore, in the study of Civil Law, it is dealt with last because
inheritance relations are the most complex of all civil relations, and the law of inheritance presupposes knowledge
of Property Law and Family Law, upon which it is based and which it complements.

SKILLS

Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

To be familiar with the substantive content of legal disciplines and all supplementary fields.

To apply theoretical knowledge in the solving of problems.

To learn independently.

To communicate orally and in writing within different contexts, using technical language when the situation calls for
it.

Specific skills

To be familiar with legal concepts, institutions and relations and their foundations.

To achieve a perception of unitary nature of the legal system and the need for an interdisciplinary view of legal
problems.

To create and develop criteria for problem-solving and decision-making.

To use constitutional principles and values to interpret the law.

To develop skills for legal oratory and to be able to express oneself suitably before an audience.
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To draft legal texts and other documents of interest to the university community in a clear, precise manner using
legal terminology correctly.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

60   hours 90   hours
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