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Degree: Criminology

Field of Knowledge: Social and Legal Science

Faculty/School: Law, Business and Governance

Course: PERSONALITY PSYCHOLOGY

Type: Compulsory ECTS credits: 6

Year: 2 Code: 6121

Teaching period: Third semester

Area: Criminological psychology

Module: Health Sciences

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

150

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

Personality Psychology is a compulsory course that is taught during the first semester of the second year of the
Degree in Psychology. It is part of the area ¿Criminal Psychology¿ (belonging to the module ¿Health Sciences¿)
and is worth 6 ECTS credits (which represent approximately 150 hours¿ study by the student).

The ¿personality¿ is without doubt one of the most widely used constructs in the area of psychology. Although
humans have always been interested in knowing themselves and others, the scientific study of personality
(cognitive, emotional, motivational qualities, among others, that define and differentiate individuals) dates back to
less than a century.

There are many definitions put forward as to what the "personality¿ is, many theories that try to explain its nature
and its functioning and many study and evaluation methods developed around it.

This subject has as its main objective the introducion of this branch of psychology to students, promoting the
application of the knowledge and skills which belong to the field of Criminology and Criminality.
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SKILLS

Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

To be familiar with and apply analytical techniques and procedures for research in problem-solving, decision-
making and issue of reports concerning issues submitted for consideration in the field of criminology.

To research, manage sources and handle information.

Specific skills

To be familiar with the biological foundations of human behaviour and their relationship with psychological
functions; and interaction of individual factors with social and psychological processes and their practical
application.

To link knowledge of the cognitive processes and the development of personality to research and studies on
criminal behaviour.

To understand and value the influence of psychological characteristics, the psychosocial environment and the
psychopathological and psychosociological processes linked to criminal behaviour and victimisation processes.

To be familiar with and value the role played by cognitive processes in obtaining witness evidence.

To design preventive policies for minors applying knowledge of relevant psychological processes and
characteristics.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

60   hours 90   hours
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