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Degree: Architecture

Field of Knowledge: Engineering and Architecture

Faculty/School: Senior Polytechnic School

Course: LITERARY MASTERPIECES

Type: Optional ECTS credits: 3

Year: 5 Code: 3770

Teaching period: Tenth semester

Area: Humanities

Module: Management and Leadership

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

75

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

The purpose of Literature in a Degree in Architecture

Students should not only receive technical training but also take courses to reflect on concepts, thought and
rhetoric in architecture, on man and his place in the world, and on the architect¿s responsibility, etc. These
courses provide students with an overall understanding of who and what humankind is, what culture is, what
original contributions our Western culture makes to today¿s globalised world, in what social context architects
carry out their work ¿their problems, challenges, etc.¿, and what strengths, skills and abilities architects must
acquire to creatively develop their identity as future architects.

This group of subjects not only deals with merely technical matters, but also include the course Great Books on
the Degree in Architecture, which is taught in the fifth year as part of the Management and Leadership module.
Great Books features as part of the subject of Literature.
Literature shapes civilisations, as it is an ancient art and one of humankind¿s highest and most complex cultural
manifestations. Literature, like architecture itself, somehow reflects the degree of development and way of life of
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the people who produce it. Or in other words: each literary expression of an era reflects the spirit, the historical
events, longings and concerns of the human beings who live in it. In short, literature provides the readers of great
works with a formidable tool with which to address the major issues of mankind with reference to its different ages,
nations and languages.
Literature also provides countless other benefits to those who read:  for example, it strengthens our critical spirit,
conveys us to other worlds and distant times, provides insight into the life experiences of other human beings,
gives us an ocean of knowledge and culture, develops our sensitivity and our capacity for empathy, and conveys
profound aesthetic and moral values, etc.

The course on Great Books is therefore presented in such a way as to introduce students of architecture to great
literature through some of its major works (which we refer to as universal classics) and by offering a series of tools
with which to understand and analyse them.

Great Books & Architecture Reading major authors and reflecting on their great books has always been necessary
and is particularly important for students of architecture, as literature reflects elements that are very common for
architects such as: style, harmony, creativity, the ability to express deep thought, human service, the beauty of
content, etc.Dialogue and cooperation between literature and architectural works, since their beginnings, have
always been intimate and necessary.  The Great Books course is therefore designed to stimulate theoretical and
practical learning of literary art through the study of literary essence and of some of the major works of all time,
and their application (potential or actual) to different branches of architectural work. All in all therefore, this course
seeks to enrich students professionally with the abundant treasures of literary art, which can be applied in their
future professional work.
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SKILLS

Basic Skills
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Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

Capacity for analytical, synthetic, reflective, critical, theoretical and practical thought.

Capacity for oral and written expression.

Capacity for interpersonal communication.

Specific skills

To have developed an attitude of continued intellectual activity in the search for truth in all areas of life.

Ability to develop oral and written communication habits.

To be totally familiar with the procedures and contents of university work tools: text commentary, analysis,
summary and the preparation of a research project.

Ability to assess and evaluate mankind¿s different responses to great questions throughout history.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

30   hours 45   hours
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