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Degree: Architecture

Field of Knowledge: Engineering and Architecture

Faculty/School: Senior Polytechnic School

Course: ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS AND DESIGN

Type: Compulsory ECTS credits: 6

Year: 1 Code: 3711

Teaching period: First semester

Area: Projects

Module: Planning

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Spanish

Total number of student
study hours:

150

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

The course equips students with the conceptual tools necessary to analyse and develop the creative processes
that generate architectural projects.
The course starts with a definition of Architecture and deals with the basic questions the complex interplay of
which defines all projects: what, who, where, how and aesthetic matters. As conceptual keys, these five questions
give rise to many other creative methods that students should investigate and implement.
The course involves several dynamics and exercises that are grouped into six modules: ¿discovering our capacity
to transform¿, ¿conceptualising¿, ¿learning to look¿, ¿discovering the site¿, ¿intervening in space¿ and ¿thinking
about the city¿. Students are therefore progressively introduced to the conceptual dialogue that underlies each
architectural approach.
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Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

Capacity for analytical, synthetic, reflective, critical, theoretical and practical thought.

Capacity for oral and written expression.

Ability to resolve problems and to take decisions.

Ability to apply procedures.

Capacity for interpersonal communication.

Ability to understand the relationships between people and buildings and between buildings and their
surroundings, and the need to associate buildings and the spaces in between them to meet human needs and on
a human scale.

Ability to appreciate the architect¿s profession and its function in society, particularly with regard to the design of
projects that involve social factors.

Specific skills

Aptitude in developing functional programmes for buildings and urban spaces.

Aptitude in exercising architectural analysis and evaluation.

An adequate knowledge of methods for studying symbolisation processes, practical functions and ergonomics.

An adequate knowledge of methods for studying social needs, quality of life, habitability and basic housing
programmes.

An adequate knowledge of the relationship between cultural patterns and the architect¿s social responsibilities.

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME

CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

60   hours 90   hours
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