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Degree: Law

Field of Knowledge: Social and Legal Science

Faculty/School: Law, Business and Governance

Course: INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTS

Type: Compulsory ECTS credits: 3

Year: 3 Code: 7230

Teaching period: Fifth semester

Area: Commercial Law

Module: Private Law

Teaching type: Classroom-based

Language: Castellano

Total number of student
study hours:

75

Teaching staff E-mail

Carlos Llorente Gómez de Segura carlos.llorente@ufv.es

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION

This subject aims to provide the students with a global perspective of the international contractual law taking
account of the main differences between the legal systems. Beginning with an overview of the general contractual
theory, we finally analyse some international contracts.

GOAL
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The course's learning objectives are:
1. Understand what an international contract is in a world defined by globalization and e-commerce
2. Know what specific problems affect international contracts as opposed to those affecting national contracts
3. Identify, work with and analyze critically the most important sources of regulation in the realm of international
contracts
4. Solve real problems in the areas of international jurisdiction and applicable law
5. Understand different comparative law approaches in the area of international contracts

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

No pre-requisites are established, although a good knowledge of "Teoría general de obligaciones y contratos" and
"Contratación Civil y Mercantil" shall be helpful

COURSE SYLLABUS

GENERAL PART
A) Introduction
a) What is an international contract?
b) National v. international contracts: specific problems in international contracting: 1) A comparative approach to
contract law: 2) International jurisdiction and applicable law
c) Sources regulating international contracts: 1. Statutory sources (hard law); 2. Non-Statutory sources (party
autonomy and soft law): 2.1 Types and efficacy; 2.2. In particular, UNIDROIT PICC (2016) and the application of
the School of Salamanca Principles on contractual equilibrium to international contracts
B) Main general sources applicable to international contracts: a) International Jurisdiction: Regulation Brussels I
Bis. In particular article 7.1; b) Applicable Law: Regulation Rome I

SPECIAL PART
A) Sales of goods
a) CISG (Viena Convention): 1. Scope of application; 2. Contractual legal regime
b) INCOTERMS (2020): 1. Concept, nature and efficacy; 2. Specific analysis of each INCOTERM: concept and
legal regime
B) Carriage of goods
C) Smart contracts and their potential implications in international contracts

EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

During the course, the following learning activities shall be developed:
1) Course presentation with a review of the academic guide, learning objectives and their impact on the student's
academic curriculum
2) Pre-assigned readings of course bibliographical materials with different contents, range and format in relation to
the topics discussed in the classroom
3) Lectures mixed with discussion with students
4) Presentations extracted from real life cases
5) Study and analysis of problems in accordance with the protocol established by the instructor
6) Revision ad analysis of case-law from local and foreign courts

Along with regular lectures, the specific learning methodologies addressed in this course shall be:
- Flipped classroom learning, where students shall be taken to the heart of the learning process by providing them
with materiales which will enhance their independent learning outside of the classroom and will add extra value to
the activities developed in the classroom
- Problem-based learning: students will obtain knowledge about the course topics through the analysis and
solution of problems developed by the instructor.

Tutorials and review of assignments will be available either in presential or on-line format

DISTRIBUTION OF WORK TIME
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CLASSROOM-BASED ACTIVITY INDEPENDENT STUDY/OUT-OF-CLASSROOM
ACTIVITY

30   hours 45   hours
  Lectures, problem-solving sessions, individual and/or team
tasks and individual and/or team tutorials 30h

  Review of course's contents and preparation of
mandatory assignments 45h

SKILLS

Basic Skills

Students must have demonstrated knowledge and understanding in an area of study that is founded on general
secondary education. Moreover, the area of study is typically at a level that includes certain aspects implying
knowledge at the forefront of its field of study, albeit supported by advanced textbooks

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess
skills that can typically be demonstrated by coming up with and sustaining arguments and solving problems within
their field of study

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their field of study) in order to
make judgments that include reflections on pertinent social, scientific or ethical issues

Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to both an expert and non-expert
audience

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
independence

General Skills

To apply theoretical knowledge in the solving of problems.

To research, manage sources and handle information.

To communicate orally and in writing within different contexts, using technical language when the situation calls for
it.

Specific skills

To create and develop criteria for problem-solving and decision-making.

To handle (legal, jurisprudential and doctrinal) law sources applicable to the matter of study.

To read and interpret legal texts.

LEARNING RESULTS

Understands international contracts under the light of a globalized world

Capable of anticipating and, if applicable, solving real problems affecting international contracts with the
application of legal international frameworks

Identifies and analyzes the main sources of liability in international contracts
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LEARNING APPRAISAL SYSTEM

FIRST CALL

Students shall be graded on the following basis:
A) Final exam (60%): written exam focused on theoretical and/or practical issues covered during the semester
B) Mandatory assignments (30%): students shall have to work in teams and/or individually on one or two specific
assignments during the semester
c) Participation in class debates and discussions (10%)

Specific instructions:
1. Exams shall be held on a presential basis
2. Attendance to class shall be mandatory
3. The grade on participation does not measure attendance but active, reasonable and meaningful intervention of
students in class debates and/or discussions
4. Assignments might include, among others, working with problems, critical briefing of cases and drafting of short
essays on topics developed during the semester
5. Access to final grading shall be dependent on regular attendance, passing the final exam and having delivered
all the compulsory assignments of the course

RE-TAKE
When a students does not pass the course on the first call, grading will be based on a final exam (70%) and the
outcome of the assignments performed during the first call (30%).

ACADEMIC WAIVER

Students with an academic waiver or leave granted officially by the studies academic director which exempts them
from class attendance shall be graded on the basis of the final exam (70%) and the performance of the mandatory
course assignments (30%). These students shall receive the appropriate and timely information on how to follow
the course and must be attentive to all messages and instructions delivered by the instructor during the semester
through the course web platform.

HONORS

Under the exclusive discretion of the course's instructor, and subject to academic regulations, honors shall be
granted only to students with academic excellence demonstrated during the course through active participation in
the classroom's debates and discussions, mastering of the course topics, interdisciplinary approach to the subject,
independent research skills, etc.

ACADEMIC BEHAVIOR RULES

Conducts which represent a violation of academic performance compliance rules, such as plagiarism and exam
fraud, shall be regarded as serious infringements as per article 7 of the Academic Behavior Rules of the UFV ad
will be subject to the corresponding fines in accordance with article 9 of the said Rules.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND OTHER RESOURCES

Basic

 Alfonso-Luis Calvo Caravaca y Javier Carrascosa González (Dirs.) European Private International Law 2022

Carlos Llorente Gómez de Segura Course Materials (on-line resources in Canvas) 2022

Additional

 Christian Twigg-Flesner Foundations of International Commercial Law 2021

Giuditta Cordero-Moss International Commercial Contracts 2014

Fabio Bortolotti Drafting and Negotiating International Commercial Contracts. A Practical Guide 2017
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